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with any other people of the earth. By
co-operation we can make substantial con-
tributions to the progress of humanity. We
cannot afford to neglect a single opportunity
of impressing all this on our own people as
well as on the foreigners who do not know
us welL

Under no circumstances must we allow
our people to think of themselves in terms
of self-depreciation, nor can we allow the
foreigners to condemn us on racial grounds
or assume our cultural inferiority. We must
keep our heads erect, and must continue to
cultivate self-respect arid self-confidence in
ourselves and to instil them in our boys and
girls. A man who begins to think himself
low is on the right road to become low.
Our mentors in the Imperial Press have
been playing that game persistently. In
that sense I heartily endorse Mrs. Besant's
exhortation to do away with all apologies
and explanations on behalf of India, her
religions, her customs and her institutions.
We owe no apologies and explanations to
anyone. Bona-fide friendly criticism we
welcome. We are glad to profit therefrom;
But general denunciation, based on facial
arrogance, racial bias or prejudice we resent*
On this point we cannot be too sensitive.